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Central guestion of ounme

How do systems of racial oppression produce and
reproduce themselves over time?

Claim: This process involvesdynamic interaction
A A O x bdiefso OAEIAOOEOOOET 1 00
This transformation has moved from
. slaveryto
- Jim Crow segregation to
. OEA 0OOBA A & b ABfined EliAt &nd Genesee
County today




“Overview: Smacismmt

and Genesee County
Yy &Y WiOl 0 O
. Racial containment in Floral Park and St. John Street
. Near-complete segregation of race, wealth and opportunity
Yy O-YpOI 60
. Containment breached at the edges
. 2AAEAI EUAA PATEA AT A OAI T AEAC
. Escalating white flight
Yy B-presént
- Reproduction of spatial racism at the county level
. All of Flint is now Floral Park and St. John Street
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Implications for Flint Water Crisis
Spatiat3 OOOAOOOAI 2AAEOI EO O
municipal distress mediated by

. Collapse of property market and property tax revenue
- Regional division, deindustrialization and the collapse
of Income tax revenue
Emergency Management was a fatally misguided
response to spatiaistructural racism

Emergency Management and fiscal austerity created
the preconditions for the Flint Water Crisis
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Structuralized Racialization (Verb)

White

Supremacy
(Privilege)

Structural Unconscious
Racism Bias




CoEvolution: Beliefs & Institutions

T

Beliefs |nstitutions
Z Religion Z Rules

Z Myths Z Norms

Z Ideology Z Laws

Z Worldviews Z Policies

A
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‘ Slavery ’

Jim Crow

Spatial
Racism
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Belief Systems: Providg1) order and (2) meaning

Functions of Belief Systems

. Existential (explain the mystery of life to itself)

. Cosmological (explain how the world works)

- Sociological(provide rules of social conduct)

. Psychological(guide individuals through life cycle)
(Joseph Campbell)
Belief systems are®® E 1 O Aanifdstations of
Institutional Matrix




Belief Systems shape action

Two common frames (myths?)
. Time is linear
- Race is marginal

What are implications for thought and action?
. Past injustices can be ignored

- Problems of racial justice are not important and will take care
of themselves

How does though and action change when
- Time is cyclical?
. Race is central?
Social reproduction of systems of oppression
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Themyth of white supremacy

Existential (defines meaningthrough racial exclusion)
Cosmology(necessitates a falsscience)

Sociological(repressive social orders of domination
and hierarchy z slavery and JimCrow segregation)

Psychological(what does it do to a person to be raised
In this environment ? Implications for oppressed and
oppressor?)




Where Iswhite supremacy tod&y
#1 AEil ¢ 4EA T UOE T £ OxEEOA
divided into two parts

. External: The myth of colorblindness
)1 OAOT Al q AEA AA®G EAI T &£ O:
These beliefs underlie Emergency Management

Time is linear & race is marginal
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2 KEG A3 FY al yai
Formal and informal rules, norms, laws and
regulations that control social behavior
Rules of the game
Players of the game
Interaction between the Players and the Rules

Institutional Matrix is the O A @ O An@mhifédstatéon of
Belief Systems
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“Institutional Matrix facilitating

spatialracism in Flint

2AAEAI 1T U OAOOOEAVE®DAG AQOAI
~ederal Home Owners Loan Corporation (HOLC) and
~ederal Housing Authority (FHA) racialized lending
oractices (redlining, denial of loans to African
Americans and African American neighborhoods)
i YY&¥YVodoOqQq
Racism in Flint Realty Board (racial steeringand other
oractices)
Physical violence from white homeowners

Police harassment outside St. John and Floral Park
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Andrew R. Highsmith

Demolition Means Progress:
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Deconstruction of the
American Dream in Flint,
Michigan
by
Andrew R. Highsmith

A dissertation submitted in
partial fulfillment of the
requirements for the degree of

Doctor of Philosophy (History)
In the University of Michigan
2009

DEMOLITION

MEANS PROGRESS




“Spatial Racism: Floral Park and St
John Street neighborhoods

Floral Park
- Original home of free persons of color and former slaves

. Located south of downtown

St. John Street

. Near-north side

. Surrounded on three sides by the Buick factories, the
Flint Riverand amazeof rall lines

- Largestconcentration of poverty and highest proportion
of African Americans

. 030hnis virtually an island in acity . . . thereare few
waystogetinandl OO0  ( ECGEHOI EOE i n
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St. Johns Street



